Description of the scope for analyses to be conducted for needs of ex-ante evaluation of the Preliminary draft National Development Plan for 2007-2013
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Introduction

Evaluation is generally defined as “the systematic and objective assessment of an ongoing or completed project, programme or policy, its design, implementation and results. The aim is to determine the relevance and fulfilment of objectives, development efficiency, effectiveness, impact and sustainability. An evaluation should provide information that is credible and useful, enabling the incorporation of lessons learned into the decision-making process. Evaluation also refers to the process of determining worth or significance of an activity, policy or programms”
.

The objective of this research is to carry out an ex-ante evaluation of activities financed from Structural Funds within the National Development Plan (NDP) for 2007-2013. The research object is the Preliminary draft NDP 2007-2013 adopted by the Council of Ministers in Poland on January 11, 2005. 

The necessity of conduction of ex-ante evaluation of the implementation of the National Development Plan and its general rules are determined in Act of 20 April 2004 on the National Development Plan (Articles 57, 59; OJ No 116, item 1206). According to the Act provisions ex-ante evaluation is carried out for the National Development Plan and programmes referred to Article 8 (1) points 1-3 of the Act
 before the beginning of their implementation and covers an analysis of strengths and weaknesses of a state, a region or a sector, an assessment of the social and economic situation of the country, including in particular:

· an assessment of the situation on the national labour market, taking into account job opportunities for men and women, 

· an assessment of the natural environment conditions, including solutions ensuring the conformity with the national and Community policy in this scope.

A draft regulation on Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund for the period 2007-2013 (Proposal for a Council Regulation laying down general provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund and the Cohesion Fund. COM(2004)492final, 2004/0163(AVC))
 defines an ex-ante evaluation in a less comprehensive way than Article 41 of the Council Regulation (EC) No 1260/1999 for the programming period 2004-2006. 

It is the minister competent for regional development who is in charge of conducting ex-ante evaluation, and within the office serving to the minister, i.e. the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Labour it is the Department for Structural Policy Coordination. 

NDP 2007-2013 description

The National Development Plan for 2007-2013 is a comprehensive programme for the social and economic development of Poland, which will be subject to negotiations with the European Commission with respect to an access of the country to Structural Funds’ resources. Elaboration and the start of the NDP implementation aims actually at including the territory of Poland into the process of programming and designing the spatial and economic development of Europe, whose one of the constitutional foundations is the rule of social, economic and territorial cohesion. 

The mission of the National Development Plan for 2007-2013 is to take up and launch activities which will ensure the maintenance of the upward trend of the economy as a result of the strengthening of the competitiveness of regions and enterprises and the increase of employment while ensuring a higher level of the social, economic and territorial cohesion.

The strategic objectives of the NDP implementation include: 

· Maintenance of the upward trend of the economy (the level of the economic growth rate will be a measurement of the accomplishment of this objective);

· Improvement of the competitiveness of regions and enterprises and the increase of employment (the productivity indicator and the employment rate will be a measurement of the accomplishment of this objective);

· Improvement of the level of social, economic and territorial cohesion (the diversification of the income level and the regional development, and the communication accessibility to peripheral regions will indicate level of accomplishment of this objective).

Thirty directions of measures have been proposed for the purpose of the accomplishment of the National Development Plan objectives and priorities (10). The specific directions and activities and measures specified result from strategic documents, both horizontal, sectoral as well as regional. They constitute the basis for elaboration of the regional and sectoral operational programmes or other programmes of a particular destination relating to specified groups of spatial, economic or social issues. 

For the present 30 operational programmes are planned to be elaborated on in the framework of the National Development Plan for 2007-2013, including:

· 5 horizontal operational programmes relating to strengthening the development potential of regions and structural restructuring of rural areas, technical infrastructure, natural resources, investments in enterprises, and the human resources and social capital development,

· a technical assistance operational programme,

· 16 regional operational programmes – managed at the Voivodship level; 

· national programmes relating to assistance given to housing, industry and health restructuring, etc. 

Except for national public and private funds the NDP will be financed by the European Community budget resources within the competitiveness policy, the cohesion policy, as well as the Common Agricultural Policy. 

Layout of the draft NDP 2007-13 (of January 11, 2005):
Socio-economic background

Axiology, mission, strategic objectives and priority areas

Activities and measures aimed at accomplishment of strategic objectives and priorities

Implementation system

Financial instruments 

Programme of institutional changes conditioning implementation of  NDP

The European Union cohesion policy 2007-2013 The European Union cohesion policy 2007-2013

The prepared NDP 2007-2013 is not only the set of development strategic objectives with assigned relevant priorities, activities and instruments, but it also constitutes a comprehensive programme of institutional changes conditioning their implementation and accomplishment. The aim of the scale and the scope of these changes is to raise the effectiveness and the efficiency of the public sector activities, in particular of the public administration and develop in Poland a form of the modern public management that will replace the traditional administrative – bureaucratic model. The accomplishment of objectives defined in the National Development Plan for 2007-2013 will require launching far-reaching system changes, in particular in these state departments that relate to social and economic issues. 

For the new programming period the European Commission proposed a substantial modification of a programming system for Funds. At the beginning the EC will prepare a Community Strategic Guidelines document, which will subsequently be accepted by the European Parliament. It will constitute a basis for development activities undertaken in beneficiary countries, financed from Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund. There will be no Community Support Framework, instead of which Member States will prepare the National Strategic Reference Framework, which after the adoption by the EC, will constitute a basis for developing, within the framework of the cohesion policy, particular operational programmes – base operational documents, being subject to negotiations with the European Commission. In this situation in 2007-2013 the National Development Plan will be the sole strategic document taking into account various intervention areas undertaken with the contribution of the Community and national funds. Therefore, the NDP constitutes simultaneously the National Strategic Reference Framework (NSRF). Therefore, the scope of the of the NDP under preparation has to be coherent with the EU Strategic Community Guidelines for 2007-2013, and the NDP layout should enable to separate in the following months a part that will constitute the National Strategic Reference Framework  (NSRF) for Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund. 

Evaluation objective 

The main objective of ex-ante evaluation of the National Development Plan for 2007-2013 is to rise and improve the final quality of a document under preparation. 

The evaluation is to improve a constructive dialog between persons in charge of the NDP preparation and experts executing the task. In this respect ex-ante evaluation constitutes the key element enabling to understand the strategy, but also allowing allocation of financial resources (National Strategic Reference Framework will be subject to negotiations with the European Commission), defining precisely premises and a scope of decisions taken and choices made. For these reasons ex-ante evaluation constitutes an integral part of the programming process, even if – in order to ensure transparency – the experts’ report is presented in the separate document. 

Ex-ante evaluation of the preliminary draft NDP 2007-2013 should lead to achieve specific objectives, such as for example:

· Verifying the coherence of interventions planned in the NDP;

· Verifying whether the NDP is an appropriate instrument to face the challenges of the State, regions or sectors in the programming period 2007-2013;

· Assessing whether strategic axes, priorities and objectives have been properly defined within the NDP, whether they are appropriate and achievable in the given situation;

· Assessing results and the contribution to better quantification of objectives and giving foundations for monitoring and future evaluation actions.

Moreover, ex-ante evaluation should analyse the management and monitoring system, as well as contribute to developing project selection criteria and procedures.

The results of the ex-ante evaluation conducted will be used by institutions/persons in charge of preparation of the National Development Plan for 2007-2013 in elaborating the final version of the document, in particular by:

· members of the Interministerial Group for the Preparation of the National Development Plan for 2007-2013,

· institutions responsible for elaborating sectoral and horizontal strategies, the National Strategy for Regional Development and the Policy Concept for Spatial Planning;

· voivodship self-governments responsible for updating 16 regional strategies;

· institutions responsible for elaborating operational programmers (16 regional, 13 sectoral and the Technical Assistance Operational Programme) implemented in the framework of the NDP 2007-2013). 

Except for the evaluation executors and recipients a fundamental role in the evaluation process is to be played by the Interministerial Group for the Preparation of the National Development Plan 2007-2013. While conducting research at the Group’s forum experts making analyses will present reports on the evaluation process and its results. Additionally, the NDP/CSF Evaluation Steering Group the will be involved in the process of preparing the NDP ex-ante evaluation, whose task will be to give opinions on initial reports, accept them and identify areas that will need an additional analysis. 

Scope of ex-ante evaluation

A few elements that need to be covered by evaluation may be distinguished in the process of ex-ante evaluation of the NDP 2007-2013. At the same time they constitute successive evaluation stages, which are as follows: 

(1) Analysis of so far evaluation experience,

(2) Analysis of the socio-economic environment for the assistance in terms of:

a. competitiveness and innovativeness of the economy, 

b. the situation on the national the labour market, including job opportunities for men and women,

c. the condition of the natural environment,

d. the macroeconomic impact of the NDP implementation;

(3) Assessment of the coherence and relevance of strategies and adopted priorities of activities and their internal and external coherence,

(4) Assessment of objectives’ quantification,

(5) Determining the quality of proposed solutions for the NDP implementation system,

(6) Analyses presenting the compliance of the Preliminary Draft National Development Plan for 2007-2013 with the EU framework (legislation and the Community Strategic Guidelines),

(7) Impact assessment of the draft NDP 2007-2013 implementation on the territorial structure of Poland 

1. Analysis of so far evaluation experience (including previous evaluations’ results
)

While analysing the results of the previous ex-ante evaluation of the NDP 2004-2006 some evaluation questions may be posed on:

· the relevance of the existing strategy,

· the efficiency of the existing instruments for the policy implementation,

· monitoring and evaluation problems.

Replying to the questions mentioned above should help to understand, why specific solutions have been chosen (selection of the strategy, implementation instruments, management arrangements, etc.) and to what extent they take into account experience gained during the implementation of the programmes in the period 2004-2006. Answers should also enable to anticipate any difficulties in implementing and monitoring of activities planned under the NDP. 

The analysis of so far evaluation experience should also help in specifying indications and methodological guidelines presenting how efficiently and effectively conduct ex-ante evaluation of the preliminary draft NDP 2007-2013.

2. Analysis of the socio-economic environment for the assistance

The next evaluation stage is a SWOT analysis of strengths, weaknesses and the potential of the area covered by the NDP. A socio-economic context is essential in order to specify proper priorities. As regards the main weaknesses an analysis presenting aspects conditioning their presence is needed in order to assess whether the weaknesses are of the stable or structural nature. 

The analysis of the socio-economic context should be dynamic and include 4 key elements, i.e. the situation in terms of the competitiveness and innovativeness, small and medium enterprises, employment and the labour market, including the European Strategy for Employment, equal opportunities for men and women and the environment, and cover in particular: 
· an assessment of the socio-economic situation of the country in terms of the competitiveness and innovativeness of enterprises;

· an assessment of the situation on the national the labour market, including job opportunities for men and women in terms of their equal opportunities on the labour market and equal treatment in the place of work, including in particular restrictions for each group, a forecast concerning an anticipated impact of the strategy and assistance, especially an impact on an integration of women and men on the labour market, educational and vocational training, staring businesses by women and reconciling the family life with the professional activity. 
· an assessment of the natural environment condition including solutions ensuring the compliance with the national and Community policies in this field
, in particular those environmental sectors that will, to a significant degree, granted the assistance; arrangements for including the environmental dimension to the scope of assistance and their compliance with existing short- and long-term national, regional and local objectives (e.g. plans for environmental management), arrangements for ensuring the compliance with EU environmental rules. Ex-ante evaluation describes, as much as possible in a countable manner, an actual environmental situation and an assessment of an anticipated environmental impact of NDP activities, including: 

· an assessment of the degree to which aspects relating to the environment protection have been taken into account in all NDP parts, i.e. in diagnostic and strategic parts, as well as parts relating to the implementation and monitoring;

· an analysis of the anticipated macroeconomic impact of the NDP implementation 

This stage of the analysis should help to verify the hierarchy of needs by identifying elements, which contribute to the achievement of the social and economic cohesion and the sustainable development. 

3. Assessment of the coherence and relevance of strategies and adopted priorities of activities and their internal and external coherence

The next step is an analysis of the assistance relevance and the global coherence of the strategy. To this end an expert (evaluator) has to become familiar with all strategic documents at the Community, state and regional levels (priorities, policies, etc.), which have an impact on determining the assistance objectives. Their next task is to examine, in what manner each part of the programme contributes to accomplishment of objectives. Criteria that are used for the purpose of this analysis are as follows: relevance (linking particular elements with general objectives of the social and economic cohesion, on one side, and with priority needs identified in the previous stage of the analysis – on the other side) and coherence. It is both the internal coherence (between strategic, detailed and operational objectives of the NDP, financing, implementation and impact) and the external coherence – between document being analysed and other documents determining the state and Community polices (in terms of job creation, sustainable development, information society, the management quality and efficiency, equal opportunities).

This stage of ex-ante evaluation aims at explaining an equilibrium between priorities and activities NDP activities, as well as justification of choices made. 

4. Assessment of objectives’ quantification

Ex-ante evaluation should help to assess the quantification of objectives, i.e. whether indicators have been properly selected – whether they actually measure the chosen objectives, provide for an opinion on the reliability of evaluation carried out by institutions in charge of programming, and enable to design a system for gathering and selecting data (with help of the SIMIK monitoring system and additional research) enabling to conduct the effective monitoring and evaluation. Therefore the expert’s task is to establish transparent links (cause-effect relations) between effects, results and the impact of the NDP. The task of an expert is to identify the relevance and adequacy of indicators at levels of general, detailed and operational objectives, as well as define substitute indicators, where necessary. This evaluation stage is of a particular importance for subsequent monitoring and evaluation activities as the quantified objectives serve as the basis for future actions. 

5. Determining the quality of proposed solutions for the NDP implementation system

The next evaluation stage is an analysis of the quality of NDP implementation, monitoring and evaluation conditions. An expert should examine legal and administrative readiness to execute the above-mentioned tasks, as well the availability of adequate human and physical resources, including the transparent division of competences. Moreover, it is essential to examine transfer and control mechanisms for financial resources in particular, but also the transparency and the competitiveness of project selection procedures, and specify improvements that are needed. The expert should also analyse the participation in the programming and implementation process of social partners, in particular organisations dealing with the environment protection and equal opportunities of men and women. 

At this stage it is worth using the so far experience taken into account in the results of previous evaluations in order to present the progress in the process of managing, monitoring and evaluation the NDP as compared to the previous programming period. 

6. Analysis of the compliance of the preliminary draft NDP for 2007-2013 with the EU framework

This evaluation stage aims at analysing the coherence of the preliminary draft NDP 2007-2013 with EU directions resulting from negotiations that have been held on draft regulations on EU structural instruments for the period 2007-2013, the verification of the Lisbon Strategy assumptions (the mid-term review results, March 2005), bilateral consultations of the Community Strategic Guidelines and the Broad Economic Policy Guidelines. 

7. Impact assessment of the draft NDP 2007-2013 implementation on the territorial structure of Poland

This evaluation will cover an analysis concerning territorial consequences of the preliminary draft NDP 2007-2013, including an impact assessment on elements of the urban system, i.e. strengthening of the metropolises’ system, the development of rural areas, as well as the communication network. 

Expected methodology

Ex-ante evaluation should take into account key evaluation criteria, i.e. the relevance and the coherence. The criteria of the effectiveness and the efficiency are also applied. 

The evaluation issues presented above indicates the need of applying various research tools and methods during the evaluation work. The selection of methods that will serve to conduct ex-ante evaluation of the preliminary draft NDP 2007-2013 should correspond to the scope of the evaluation and the analysis stage. Evaluation should involve, to the same degree, both quantitative and qualitative data. It is assumed that experts will analyse both the existing data and the data acquired during the evaluation work. 

In order to conduct complex ex-ante evaluation it is expected that evaluators will apply a broad range of research tools bearing in mind that the primary evaluation objective is to raise the quality of the NDP document by means of preparing recommendations that would lead to improving the document’s content and elaborating a study that would be made available to the public together with the NDP programming document during the consultations’ process, as the additional information source on the NDP. 

Works’ organisation and planning

Ex-ante evaluation is linked to a set of procedures and analytical tools that are used to assess the actions taken. In view of obtaining detailed information on evaluation of programmes co-financed from Structural Funds it is advised to look into the following documents:

· Evaluation Plan of the National Development for 2004-2006, National Evaluation Unit, Ministry of Economic Affairs and Labour 2004;

· Guide on the evaluation of the National Development Plan and Operational Programmes in Poland, prepared by the National Evaluation Unit, Ministry of Economic Affairs and Labour;

· Working Paper 1: Vademecum for Structural Funds Plans and Programming Documents.  Document of the Commission Services (DG for Regional Policy),

· Working Paper 2: The Ex Ante Evaluation of the Structural Funds Interventions. Document of the Commission Services (DG for Regional Policy),

· Working Paper 3: Indicators for Monitoring and Evaluation:  An Indicative Methodology.  Document of the Commission Services (DG for Regional Policy);

· The GUIDE – evaluation of socio-economic development, London, Tavistock Institute in association with GHK and IRS, London, December 2003

URL: http://www.evalsed.info/frame_downloads.asp
Additionally, during the evaluation exercise evaluators will have access to information concerning the course of the NDP preparation process and the following documents:

· Report of ex-ante evaluation of the National Development Plan 2004-2006;

· Final Report of ex-ante evaluation of documents submitted on the account of Structural Funds;

· Strategic framework assessment of the environmental impact of the National Development Plan, the REC report;

· Quarterly reports and annual reports from the Community Support Framework 2004-2006 implementation;

· Documents elaborated for needs of the NDP Monitoring Committee;

· Other documents relating to NDP 2004-2006 management and implementation;

· Strategic documents that serves as the basis for elaborating the National Development Plan for 2007-2013
:

1) National Strategy for Regional Development for years 2007-2013

2) Voivodships development strategies until 2020

3) Rural Areas and Agriculture Development Strategy for years 2007-2013 
(with forecast elements until 2020)

4) National Strategy for Social Inclusion 

5) National scientific, technological and innovative policy until 2020

6) National Employment Strategy for 2007-2013

7) Energy policy of Poland until 2025
8) Population Policy Strategy

9) Improvement of Economy Competitiveness Strategy

10) Directions for the economy innovativeness increase for years 2007-2020 

11) Education Development Strategy

12) National Strategy for Culture Development for years 2004-2013

13) Environment Protection Strategies

14) Transport Development Strategy for years 2007-2013

15) Convergence Programme

16) Policy Concept for Spatial Planning

17) Tourism Development Strategy for years 2007-2013

18) Health Protection Development Strategy in Poland for years 2007-2013

· Expertises and forecasts used in order to elaborate the draft NDP 2007-2103;

· Data and information coming from official sources: Central Statistical Office, Government Center for Strategic Studies and other.

Experts making analyses for needs of ex-ante evaluation are obliged to gather additional information necessary for conducting research. Department for Structural Policy Coordination in the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Labour will facilitates, if necessary, an access to information and data essential for the evaluation being conduced, gathered by other institutions and organisations involved in the NDP preparation process. 

Organisational structure

Ex-ante evaluation of the preliminary draft NDP 2007-2013 will be carried out by a group of independent experts specialised in making socio-economic analyses, including studies concerning labour market, equal opportunities, and conducting environmental impact assessment. Ex-ante evaluation will be carried out in accordance with the work schedule presented below. Ii is assumed that contracts with selected evaluators are to be concluded in February 2005 and completed in May 2005
The evaluation project will be managed by the Subgroup for the NDP 2007-2013 Evaluation established in the framework of the Interministerial Group for the Preparation of the NDP 2007-2013. During the Subgroup’s meetings experts preparing particular expertises are obliged to present results obtained at the given stage of the evaluation work, inform on the work progress and to present final reports on analyses made. All analyses ordered serve to elaborate a final report of ex-ante evaluation of the preliminary draft NDP 2007-2013. The report having been approved in terms of the content by members of the Subgroup for the NDP 2007-2013 Evaluation will be submitted by the Subgroup Chair for discussion at the meeting of the Interministerial Group for the Preparation of the NDP 2007-2013. After the adoption of the final report the ex-ante evaluation results will be presented to the public during conferences devoted to the NDP 2007-2013 consultations. 

Work schedule and reporting requirements

Ex-ante evaluation of the preliminary draft NDP 2007-2013 will be conducted in stages in accordance with the work schedule presented below: 

	Work stage
	Scope of the Task
	Deadline

	1
	Analysis of so far experience in the field of Structural Funds evaluation in Poland, including preparing the methodology for the NDP ex-ante evaluation (an expertise by an external expert involved in the Subgroup’s works)
	mid-February 2005

	2
	Elaborating the scope and methodology for analyses (expertises) needed for ex-ante evaluation
	mid-February 2005

	3
	Drawing up guidelines on the scope and the method as regards ex-ante evaluation of draft operational programmes within the preliminary draft NDP 2007-2013
	end of February 2005– 4.V.2005

	4
	Making 7 analyses by external experts in the framework of ex-ante evaluation of the preliminary draft NDP 2007-2013
	March– 21.IV 2005r.

	5
	Approval by the Subgroup of the content of expertises relating to ex-ante evaluation of the preliminary draft NDP 2007-2013 
	28.IV. 2005r.

	6
	Submission of the final report of ex-ante evaluation of the preliminary draft NDP 2007-2013 for discussion at the meeting of the Interministerial Group for the Preparation of the NDP 2007-2013
	4.V.2005r.

	7
	Adoption by the Subgroup of the guidelines on the scope and the method as regards ex-ante evaluation of draft operational programmes within the preliminary draft NDP 2007-2013 and forwarding them to institutions managing these programmes
	mid-May 2005r.


The final report of ex-ante evaluation should be prepared in Polish and have the following structure: (1) summary of the report – not exceeding 5 A4 pages; (2) table of contents; (3) introduction; (4) description of the methodology applied and information sources used in evaluation; (5) description of analyses’ results; (6) conclusions and recommendations; (7) annexes, including annexes presenting composition and analysis of data. 

The report has to include also its summary in English – not exceeding 5 A4 pages. The summary in Polish and English will be available at the website devoted to the NDP 2007-2013 and the website devoted to evaluation of Structural Funds in Poland operating within the website www.funduszestrukturalne.gov.pl (bookmark: Evaluation).

The final report should be delivered to an orderer in a electronic (CD-ROM) and paper form.

� Glossary of Key Terms in Evaluation and Results Based Management, Paris 2002 (� HYPERLINK "http://www.oecd.org.home" ��http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/29/21/2754804.pdf �).


� i.e. Sectoral Operational Programmes , Regional Operational Programmes and other Operational Programmes.


� The discussion on the draft Regulation provisions has been held since September 2004 within the Structural Actions Working Party under the Council of the European Union. It is planned to be completed by the end of 2005.





� Ex-ante evaluation of the National Development Plan 2004-2006 and of Operational Programmes was carried out in 2002 by a group of international and Polish experts, specialised in issues concerning human resources development, equal opportunities, agriculture and rural development, fishery, transport and environment protection. The works were conducted under the supervision of the Community Support Framework Managing Authority in cooperation with the Polish-French twinning project (Phare 2001 PL0101.14 Strengthening co-ordination and management capacities for Structural Funds). Detailed results of the evaluation have been presented in the document titled: „Final report from the ex-ante evaluation of documents submitted within the Structural Funds” prepared by the group of French evaluators and in a document elaborated under guidance of the leader of the group of Polish experts. Additionally, two evaluation reports have been drawn up (separately by the international experts and the Polish ones), which relate to all Operational Programmes implemented under the National Development Plan. The evaluation results were taken into consideration while preparing the final version of the National Development Plan 2004-2006 and constitute an integral part of the document.


� The environmental impact assessment of the National Development Plan for 2004-2006 was made by the Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe (REC) on order of the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Labour. REC works have been financed by governments of Italy and Norway. The evaluation object was the draft NDP (the July 2002 version). Draft sectoral operational programmes elaborated together with the NDP helped to carry out the evaluation. 


� National Strategy for Culture Development for years 2004-2013 – adopted by the Council of Ministers on 21.09.2004 r.; Assumptions for national scientific, technological and innovative policy until 2020; Rural Areas and Agriculture Development Strategy for years 2007-2013 (with elements of forecast until 2020) – draft; Health Protection Development Strategy in Poland for years 2007-2013; Assumptions for National Strategy for Regional Development for years 2007-2013; Long-term Strategy for Regional Development of the Country „knowledge – diversity – balance ”- 2025; National Ecology Policy for years 2003-2006 including 2007- 2010 perspective and Action Plan for II National Ecology Policy for years 2002 –2010; Assumptions for Population Policy Strategy; Policy Concept for Spatial Planning; Assumptions for Transport Development Strategy for years 2007-2013; Assumptions for Education Development Strategy;  Convergence Programme for years 2004-2007; Knowledge– Informatisation – Competitiveness. Polish path to knowledge-based economy; Assumptions for Improvement of Economy Competitiveness Strategy; National action plan for employment until 2005; Thesis for National Employment Strategy  for years 2007-2013; Draft Tourism Development Strategy for years 2007-2013; Assumptions for updated Voivodships development strategy until 2020 were used in the preliminary draft NDP 2007-2013 preparation.
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