Public consultation of

The Interregional Cooperation Programme (INTERREG IVC)

and the accompanying Environmental Report

In accordance with Directive 2001/42/EC
of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 June 2001

The Interregional Cooperation Programme (INTEREG IVC) aims to enable cooperation
between authorities and actors at the regional and local level from different countries in the
EU27 plus Norway and Switzerland in projects to exchange and transfer their experiences
and jointly develop approaches and instruments that improve the effectiveness of regional
development policies and contribute to economic modernisation.

In line with the Community Strategic Guidelines for Cohesion Policy 2007-2013, it aims to
contribute to the Union's strategy for growth and jobs. As such the programme is an
important instrument for the implementation of the EU initiative Regions for Economic
Change (RfEC) supporting regional and urban networks discovering and testing best practice
in economic modernisation in relation to projects clearly contributing to the Union’s growth
and jobs agenda and spreading this to all regions in order to help stimulate their sustainable
growth and reducing economic disparities.

The programme is structured around two thematic priorities, grouping action fields that are
keys in helping to achieve a contribution from the regions of Europe to the Union's strategy
for growth, jobs and sustainable development.

Priority 1 addresses innovation and the knowledge economy, focussing mainly on the
sub-themes innovation, research and technology development, entrepreneurship and SMEs,
the information society, employment and qualification.

Priority 2 targets environment and risk prevention, most notably the sub-themes natural
and technological risks, water management, waste management, biodiversity and
preservation of natural heritage, energy and sustainable transport, cultural heritage and
landscape.

INTERREG IVC supports two different types of interventions that are complementary and
together help achieve the objectives of the programme.

The first type are the Regional Initiatives, projects initiated by actors at the regional and
local level aiming at exchange of experience in a specific policy field with the aim to identify
best practice and develop new tools and approaches for implementation.

The second type of intervention is called the Fast Track Option. This will take the shape of
networks bringing together regions with strong experience in a specific policy field and
regions wishing to improve in that field. The aim is to ensure that best practices identified will
find their way into the Convergence and Competitiveness programmes.

The Interregional Cooperation Programme is co-financed by the European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF). It has a total available ERDF budget of € 321 million for the
period 2007 - 2013. The programme area covers the whole territory of the European Union
plus Norway and Switzerland and co-finances the participation of to public authorities and
public equivalent bodies from these countries. Participation of actors from outside this area is
possible under certain conditions.



A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) has been carried out on the Interregional
Cooperation Programme (revised 3rd draft) in accordance with the European Directive
2001/42/EC on the evaluation of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the
environment.

According to Article 6 of Directive 2001/42/EC and with Article 11 of the Council Regulation
(EC) No 1083/2006 of 11 July 2006 the programme and its accompanying environmental
report shall be made available for public consultation to designated environmental authorities
and to the general public.

A number of consultation questions are set out below. These questions are designed to help
structure the responses to the draft Interregional Cooperation Programme, taking into
account the findings of the accompanying Environmental report :

The Strategic Environmental Assessment of the draft interregional cooperation
programme (INTERREG IVC) and the accompanying Environmental Report

1. Do you agree that, for each of the environmental areas covered, the key strengths and
weaknesses have been captured in the SWOT analysis (chapter 3 of the Programme)? If
not, what else should be included?

2. Do you consider that the operational objectives for thematic axis 2 ‘environment and risk
prevention” are the most appropriate for interregional cooperation?: if not what
alternatives do you suggest and what evidence supports your suggestion

3. Do you consider that the operational objectives for thematic axis 2: ‘environment and risk
prevention’ are in line with EU Environmental policy priorities, if not what do you consider
is missing and why?

4. Do you agree that the operational objectives under thematic axis 1 are not incompatible
with EU Environmental policy priorities, if not, what incompatibilities do you see and what
evidence supports this

5. Do you agree that there are not likely to be any significantly negative environmental
effects of the Interregional Cooperation Programme? if not which effects do you consider
there will be and what evidence supports your suggestion

6. Do you consider that additional environmental safeguards are required later on in the
implementation of the Operational Programme, for instance at the project selection stage
or do you consider they are sufficiently addressed already? If not, which safeguards do
you consider should be introduced?

7. Do you agree that the operational objectives as defined in the revised 3rd Draft of the
Interregional Cooperation Programme are more positive for the environment than the
areas originally identified for interregional cooperation in the European Regional
Development Fundl under Article 5: environment and risk prevention.

8. Do you agree with the findings of the Environmental Report’, do you have any comments
regarding these findings?
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The public consultation starts on 20 December 2006. Comments should be submitted by

14 February 2007 to the

INTERREG IlIC West JTS
24 Boulevard Carnot
59800 Lille

France

Fax: +33 3 28381112
Email: west@interreg3c.net

However, for those Member States that allow for more than 8 weeks public consultation
(Greece, Netherlands, Slovenia and UK), the final deadline will be 14 March 2007.

For any question as regards the national consultation process, please refer to the following
contact persons in your country:

Country: Contact Person: | Authority: Email:
Federal Chancellery (Bundeskan-
Austria Michael Roth zleramt) michael.roth@bka.gv.at
Office of the Government of Upper
Robert Schrotter Austria (Oberosterr. Landesreg.) robert.schroetter@ooe.gv.at
Belgium /
Brussels- Manoélle Ministére de la Région de
Capital Wasseige Bruxelles-Capitale mwasseige@mrbc.irisnet.be
Belgium / Ministry of the Flemish Commu- ria.schoomans@ewi.vlaander
Flanders Maria Schoomans | nity en.be
Belgium /
Wallonne Christine Leton Ministére de la Région Wallonne c.leton@mrw.wallonie.be
Directorate Management of EU
Bulgaria Boriana Pencheva Funds b.pencheva@minfin.bg
Directorate Management of EU
Angelina Todorova | Funds a.todorova@minfin.bg
Cyprus Adonis Constanti- aconstanti-
nides Planning Bureau nides@planning.gov.cy
aphilippi-
Anthi Philippidou Planning Bureau dou@planning.gov.cy
Czech Re- Alice Vybiralova Ministry for Regional Development | alice.vybiralova@mmr.cz
public Helena Kalasova Ministry for Regional Development | helena.kalasova@mmr.cz
Denmark National Agency for Enterprise
Kaja Korgaard and Construction kk@ebst.dk
Katrine Stokholm Danish Regions kst@regioner.dk
Michael Koch-
Larsen Danish Regions mkl@regioner.dk
The Estonian Ministry of the Inte- | Krista.Kampus@sisemin.gov.
Estonia Krista Kampus rior ee
The Estonian Ministry of the Envi-
ronment, the Strategy and In-
Henn Parnamets vestment Department henn.parnamets@envir.ee
petri.haapalainen@intermin.f
Petri Haapalainen Finnish Ministry of the Interior i
Finland Association of Finnish Local and
Kari Pakarinen Regional Authorities kari.pakarinen@kuntaliitto.fi
France




Michel Lorne

Préfecture PACA

i_
chel.lorne@paca.pref.gouv.fr

3|_§

Tarja Richard

French national coordination In-
terreg IIIC South- Conseil Ré-
gional PACA

trichard@regionpaca.fr

Federal Ministry of Economics and

hansjo-

Germany Hansjorg Schaal Technology erg.schaal@bmwa.bund.de
Ministry of Economic Affairs and
Ilka Meisel Energy of North Rhine-Westphalia | Ilka.Meisel@mwme.nrw.de
Anastasios Alex- talexandridis@mou.gr ;
Greece andridis C.I.P. INTERREG MA aevaggelidou@mou.gr
Mathilde Konstan-
topoulou Ministry of Economy & Finance mkonstantopoulou@mnec.gr
Anastasia Evange- | Managing Authority CIP Interreg
lidou 111 aevaggelidou@mou.gr
Ministry of Local Government and
Hungary Katalin D6brénte Regional Development katalin.dobronte@meh.hu
VATI Hungarian Public Nonprofit
Company for Regional Develop-
Imre Csalagovits ment and Town Planning csalagovits@vati.hu
Ministry of Local Government and
Zsuzsanna Drahos | Regional Development zsuzsanna.drahos@meh.hu
Southern & Eastern Regional As-
Ireland Stephen Blair sembly sblair@seregassembly.ie
Border Midlands & West Regional
Gerry Finn Assembly gfinn@bmwassembly.ie
Southern & Eastern Regional As-
Tom Brace sembly tom.brace@finance.gov.ie
Ministry of Infrastructures and f.croccolo@infrastrutturetras
Italy Fabio Croccolo Transport porti.it;
mariagabri-
Maria Gabriella Ministry of Infrastructures and ella.irace@infrastrutturetrasp
Irace Transport orti.it
Rossella Rusca Ministry of Economics and Finance | rossella.rusca@tesoro.it
Vice-President of the Italian Re- c.cotrone@regione.campania
Carmela Cotrone gions .it
Ministry of Regional Development | arina.andreicika@raplm.gov.|
Latvia Arina Andreicika and Local Governments \i
Lithuania Ignotas Salavejus [ Ministry of Interior ignotas.salavejus@vrm.lt
Gediminas
Cesonis Ministry of the Interior gediminas.cesonis@vrm.lt
Ministére de I'Intérieur et de
Luxembourg | Sabine Stoelb I'Aménagement du Territoire sabine.stoelb@mat.etat.lu
Jean-Claude Sin- Ministére de I'Intérieur et de jean-
ner I'Aménagement du Territoire claude.sinner@mat.etat.lu
Greta Borg Car-
Malta bott greta.borg-carbott@gov.mt

Celia Mallia

celia.mallia@gov.mt

Aldo Formosa

aldo.formosa@gov.mt

Netherlands

Mark Overman

Ministry of Housing, Spatial Plan-
ning and the Environment

Mark.Overman@minvrom.nl

Toine Janssen

a.a.j.janssen@provinciegroni
ngen.nl

Pal Ranes

Sgr-Trgndelag County Council

pal.ranes@stfk.no

Norway Arve Skjerpen Mission of Norway to the EU arvs@mfa.no
Ministry of Regional Development
Poland Teresa Marcindéw of Poland teresa.marcinow@mrr.gov.pl
Aneta Ko- Ministry of Regional Development | aneta.kozuchowska@mrr.go
Poland zuchowska of Poland v.pl
Portugal




for Regional Development

Vitor Pimentel
Nogueira

Cabinet of the Secretary of State
for Regional Development

vpnogueira@sedr.gov.pt

Vasco Campilho

CCDR-LVT (Comissao de Coorde-
nacao e Desenvolvimento Re-
gional de Lisboa e Vale do Tejo)

vasco.campilho@ccdr-lvt.pt

Romania Simona Petcu Ministry of European Integration simona.petcu@dr.mie.ro
Roxana Rocovita Ministry of European Integration roxana.racovita@mfinante.ro
Slovakia Marcel Sladok Ministry of Economy sladok@economy.gov.sk
Marek Hajduk Ministry of Economy hajduk@economy.gov.sk
Governmental Office for Local
self-government and Regional
Slovenia Bojan Suvorov Policy bojan.suvorov@gov.si
Governmental Office for Local
self-government and Regional
Stasa Mesec Policy stasa.mesec@gov.si
Governmental Office for Local
self-government and Regional
Tanja Rener Policy Tanja.Rener@gov.si
Manuel Ledesma MINISTERIO DE ECONOMIA Y
Spain Sanchez HACIENDA MLEDESMA@SGPG.MEH.ES
Marian Uriarte MINISTERIO DE ECONOMIA Y
Brizuela HACIENDA MURIARTE@SGPG.MEH.ES
Ministry of Industry, Employment | katarina.sjolander@industry.
Sweden Katarina Sjolander | and Communications ministry.se

Hakan Ottoson

Swedish Association of Local Au-
thorities and Regions

hakan.ottoson@skl.se

Switzerland

Anne Le Duigou
Bernig

SECO-Staatssekretariat flr
Wirtschaft

anne.leduigou@seco.admin.c
h

UK

Harry Knottley

Department for Communities and
Local Government

harry.knottley@communities
.gsi.gov.uk




